Editor\u27s Corner - Free and Inexpensive . . . but Not Cheap by Bollwinkel, Carl W.
Iowa Science Teachers Journal 
Volume 29 Number 2 Article 21 
1992 
Editor's Corner - Free and Inexpensive . . . but Not Cheap 
Carl W. Bollwinkel 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.uni.edu/istj 
 Part of the Science and Mathematics Education Commons 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you 
Copyright © Copyright 1992 by the Iowa Academy of Science 
Recommended Citation 
Bollwinkel, Carl W. (1992) "Editor's Corner - Free and Inexpensive . . . but Not Cheap," Iowa Science 
Teachers Journal: Vol. 29 : No. 2 , Article 21. 
Available at: https://scholarworks.uni.edu/istj/vol29/iss2/21 
This Editorial is brought to you for free and open access by the Iowa Academy of Science at UNI ScholarWorks. It 
has been accepted for inclusion in Iowa Science Teachers Journal by an authorized editor of UNI ScholarWorks. 
For more information, please contact scholarworks@uni.edu. 
EDITOR'S CORNER 
FREE AND INEXPENSIVE 
.. . but not cheap 
"Energy cannot be created .. .it costs money to throw out the trash .. . 
there is no such thing as a free lunch ... " Although we cherish the idea of 
receiving something for nothing, we find that energy costs, trash dis-
posal costs and we cannot even get a truly free lunch from the book 
salesperson. Many professional journals carry a well-read feature de-
voted to "free and inexpensive" materials. If things truly are not free, 
perhaps our next best choice is inexpensive. 
By making careful choices, we may be able to reduce energy costs and 
make our lifestyles relatively inexpensive. By recycling, we can reduce 
our bill for trash disposal. And, if we are willing to share a few ideas over 
lunch, the meal may come at a good price. 
Sharing ideas can prove to be relatively inexpensive. It does not take 
very much time or material to share a good teaching strategy with a 
colleague. One good idea shared often brings other good ideas in return. 
That provides the pleasure of receiving as well as giving. 
One of the functions of the Science 'leaching Section of the Academy is 
to provide ways to make sharing less expensive. The Iowa Science 
Teachers Journal facilitates sharing writers' ideas with many readers. 
Sharing does require giving as well as receiving. So double your plea-
sure! Write for the Journal as well as read. 
These are increasingly difficult times for teachers. Time and mate-
rials cost more. Your time is more valuable too .. .it is not cheap! You 
cannot afford to spend time on untested activities, conclusions based on 
shallow data or poorly presented concepts. These are cheap to write but 
expensive in terms of the readers' time. However, the editorial staff of 
the Journal is willing to share and will help inexperienced writers 
prepare manuscripts for publication. 
Through the pages of the Journal, the Academy facilitates the shar-
ing of ideas. If you are willing to give your good ideas in written form, 
you can also receive good ideas in written form which are . . . inexpen-
sive . . . but not cheap! 
-C.WB. 
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